
























Appendix 1 

Proposed Vision for Stratford Road and Chester Road

A Smarter Route
 

o Is a route that balances the need for travel along a street (i.e. its role as a Link) 
with the need and desire to use parts of the street for commercial, residential and 
recreational uses (i.e. its role as a Place).  

o Allows everyone who needs or wants to use the route to do so safely, 
conveniently and equitably.

o Encourages sustainable travel and is a street where walking, cycling and the use 
of public transport are commonplace.

o Is where the centres along the route are vibrant, convenient, attractive and safe 
places in which to live and work, or visit. 

o Is where the negative effects of the use of the route on the local and global 
environment are minimised. 

o Is a route which forms an attractive part of the urban area.



Appendix 2a

Smarter Route Objectives: Chester Road

1. Ensure that Chester Road can act as a strategic link (pedestrian, cyclist and 
vehicular) for North Solihull, connecting the area to the wider transport network and 
key local destinations including local centres (Hurst Lane and Craig Croft), schools, 
parks and other amenities, employment (Birmingham Business Park/Airport/NEC) 
and Chelmsley Wood Town Centre. 

2. Improve the public perception, accessibility and attractiveness of bus travel.  This 
should include providing a high standard of passenger information, high quality 
waiting environments and easy and safe access to bus stops.

3. Improve bus journey times and journey time reliability, particularly through the Hurst 
Lane North junction.

4. Improve journey time reliability for general traffic passing through the Hurst Lane 
North junction.

5. Develop Smarter Choice initiatives to encourage modal shift away from the car 
towards active modes and public transport.  This will facilitate improved journey time 
reliability, reduce congestion and accommodate growth through increased use of 
sustainable modes of travel.  Particular target markets include the Birmingham 
Business Park, and new housing and village centre developments built as part of 
North Solihull Regeneration.

6. Promote and improve access to the local centres (Hurst Lane, Castle Bromwich and 
Craig Croft) by walking, cycling and public transport. Access by these modes should 
be easy and attractive for people living and working in, or visiting, the locality. 

7. Enhance the quality of the public realm at the local centres of Hurst Lane North and 
Craig Croft.  In particular, to promote a greater sense of place; to encourage people 
to use these centres as much as possible; and to strengthen their functions as 
centres of the community and locations for accessing local services and shopping. 

8. Reduce severance and improve opportunities for pedestrians to cross the Chester 
Road.  Pedestrians should be able to easily cross the Chester Road where they need 
to.  In general, this means pedestrians should have the opportunity to cross at 
intervals no more than 50m apart at local centres, near schools and where bus 
services or local facilities create demand for crossing.  This is particularly important at 
Hurst Lane North Local Centre; Cooks Lane to Moorend Avenue; and Moorend 
Avenue to Coleshill Heath Road.

9. Improve the pedestrian environment throughout Chester Road, but particularly in 
Hurst Lane North Local Centre by ensuring that:

a. street furniture, particularly signs and guard railing, are rationalised;

b. Street clutter is minimised;

c. pedestrian routes and crossings are direct and overlooked; and 

d. that there is sufficient provision for pedestrians to rest.  

10. Develop a strategic cycle route along the Chester Road with high quality facilities for 
cyclists provided throughout the route, and good connectivity to the wider cycle 
network.  As part of this, ensure that all schools within 1km of the route, proposed and 
existing local centres, major employment sites and transport interchanges have good 
cycle links to the Chester Road.

11. Improve the provision and quality of car parking at key local centres, in particular at 
Hurst Lane North.  



12. Improve real and perceived safety for all users of the Chester Road, focusing on 
locations of accident clusters and on reducing the proportion of vehicles exceeding 
the speed limit. 

13. Ensure that proposals brought forward through this study support the future 
regeneration initiatives for North Solihull.  

14. Manage the impact on noise and air quality from travel.

15. Ensure public realm quality is enhanced by any works proposed in Castle Bromwich, 
Hurst Lane and Craig Croft centres. Ensure that there is no harm to public realm 
quality elsewhere as a result of any works within the street and that any opportunity to 
enhance public realm quality is taken. 



Appendix 2a 

Smarter Route Objectives: Stratford Road

1. Improve journey time reliability for all vehicles on all route segments, but particularly 
for public transport through segments 1-3.  Key junctions in this respect are those 
with Haslucks Green Road, Solihull Road, and Marshall Lake Road.  Where possible, 
also improve journey times along the route.

2. Improve the public perception, accessibility and attractiveness of bus travel.  This 
should include providing a high standard of passenger information, high quality 
waiting environments and easy and safe access to bus stops.

3. Develop Smarter Choice initiatives to encourage modal shift away from the car 
towards active modes and public transport.  This will facilitate improved journey time 
reliability, reduce congestion and accommodate growth through increased use of 
sustainable modes of travel.  Particular target markets include Shirley town centre, 
the Green Business Park and Blythe Valley Business Park.

4. Promote and improve access to Shirley Town Centre, Shirley Heath and Tesco 
(Monkspath) by walking, cycling and public transport.  Access by these modes should 
be easy and attractive for people living and working in, or visiting, the locality. 

5. Enhance the quality of the public realm in Shirley Town Centre and the arrival points 
to the local centre. In particular, to promote a greater sense of place; to encourage 
people to use the local centre; to strengthen its important function as the centre of the 
community; and to increase footfall throughout Shirley Town Centre. 

6. Reduce severance and improve opportunities for pedestrians to cross the Stratford 
Road, particularly in areas of high pedestrian footfall and on key pedestrian desire 
lines.  These will include Shirley Town Centre, Shirley Heath and pedestrian routes to 
schools and bus stops throughout the Stratford Road.

7. Improve the pedestrian environment throughout Stratford Road, but particularly in 
Shirley Town Centre and Shirley Heath, by ensuring that:

a. street furniture, particularly signs and guard railing, is rationalised;

b. street clutter is minimised;

c. pedestrian routes and crossings are direct; and 

d. that there is sufficient provision for pedestrians to rest.  

8. Develop the Stratford Road as a high quality cycle corridor by providing appropriate 
facilities for cyclists throughout, with good connectivity to the wider cycle network. 
This should include parallel, lightly trafficked or traffic free alternatives to the Stratford 
Road for cyclists where possible.  Notwithstanding this, pedestrians should be 
considered foremost among transport modes in Shirley Town Centre.

9. Improve the usability of car parking in Shirley Town Centre.

10. Facilitate the servicing requirements of local businesses in Shirley Town Centre whilst 
minimising the impacts of these requirements on other users of the Stratford Road. 

11. Improve real and perceived safety for all users of the Stratford Road.  In particular, 
focus on reducing the proportion of vehicles exceeding the speed limit, and on 
pedestrian safety in Shirley Town Centre.  

12. Ensure public realm quality is enhanced by any works proposed in Shirley Town 
Centre and Shirley Heath. Ensure that there is no harm to public realm quality 
elsewhere as a result of any works within the street and that any opportunity to 
enhance public realm quality is taken. 

13. Manage the impact on noise and air quality from travel on the Stratford Road.  
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