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Policy P11 - Water Management 
 

All new development should have regard to the actions and objectives of appropriate River 

Basin Management Plans in striving to protect and improve the quality of water bodies in and 

adjacent to the Borough, including the Rivers Blythe and Cole and their tributaries. Developers 

shall undertake thorough risk assessments of the impact of proposals on surface and 

groundwater systems and incorporate appropriate mitigation measures where necessary. The 

Council will expect developers to demonstrate that all proposed development will be served by 

appropriate sewerage infrastructure and that there is sufficient sewage treatment capacity to 

ensure that there is no deterioration of water quality, or that the delivery of any development 

will not be delayed by the need for additional water treatment provision.  

 

The Council recognises the need for water efficiency in all new development. Developers shall 

demonstrate the highest possible standards of water efficiency through the use of water 

efficient fittings and appliances, and where appropriate, recycling of potable, grey water and 

rainwater in order to minimise consumption.  

 

All new development shall incorporate sustainable drainage systems, unless it is shown to be 

impractical to do so. Developers shall ensure that adequate space is made for water within the 

design layout of all new developments to support the full use of sustainable drainage systems, 

and shall demonstrate that improvements to the water environment will be maximised through 

consideration of a range of techniques. Wherever possible, sustainable drainage systems will 

be expected to contribute towards wider sustainability considerations, including amenity, 

recreation, conservation of biodiversity and landscape character, as well as flood alleviation 

and water quality control.  

 

Developers shall explore opportunities to contribute towards the objectives of relevant 

Catchment Flood Management Plans. Wherever possible, development should promote the 

reduction of flood risk by seeking to reinstate the natural floodplain, the de-culverting of 

watercourses and the limiting of surface water runoff to green field rates via the use of 

sustainable drainage techniques. On all development sites larger than 1 hectare, surface water 

discharge rates shall be limited to the equivalent site specific Greenfield run off rate. 

Developers will be expected to demonstrate that the layout and design of a development takes 

account of the surface water flows in extreme events so as to avoid flooding of properties, both 

within and outside the site. Applications for new development where there is a flood risk issue 

should be accompanied by a site flood risk assessment. Developers are encouraged to secure 

reduction of flood risk by the provision or enhancement of green infrastructure, wherever 

possible.  

 

Existing flood defence infrastructure will be protected and development that would 

compromise the flood defence function will be permitted only if it is demonstrated through a 



flood risk assessment that the risk both within and outside the site, and to sites further 

downstream is not increased.  

 

New development will not normally be permitted within areas at risk of flooding. Where it is 

clearly demonstrated that there are no other viable sites at lower risk of flooding, consideration 

will be given to development in such locations, providing that it is designed to be safe from the 

effects of flooding and will minimise flood risk on the site and reduce risks elsewhere. 


