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What is Private fostering?
Children who are cared for on a full-time basis by people who are not their
parents or a close relative may be in private foster care.

Private foster care occurs when a child under 16 (or under 18 if disabled) is cared
for, and provided with accommodation, for more than 28 days by an adult who is
not a parent or close relative®.

*Close relatives are defined by the Children Act 1989 as:
* Step Parents

* Brothers or Sisters

» Grandparents

* Aunt or Uncle (whether full blood, half blood or by marriage)

Private fostering situations may involve:

* Children sent to this country for education or
health care by birth parents from overseas.

* Children living with a friend’s family as a

result of parental separation, divorce or
arguments at home.

* Teenagers living with a family of a boyfriend

or girlfriend

* Children whose parents’ study or work involves
unsuitable hours which make it difficult for them to use ordinary day or after
school care.

If you are privately fostering a child or children, you should read the following information.
This will help you to understand what you must do as a private foster carer.

What must | do if | intend to foster a child privately?

The law requires that you tell your local council at least six weeks before the
arrangement begins that you intend to privately foster a child, unless the
arrangement is made in an emergency, in which case the notification must be
made within 48 hours.

If you live in Solihull, you should notify the Duty Assessment Referral Team.

Make sure the child’s parents tell you as much as possible about the child,
including health records, eating preferences, school records, hobbies, religion
and cultural background. This will help you to understand the child and take better
care of him or her.

Call: 0121 788 4375




What will happen Your role

Solihull Council has a duty to safeguard and safeguarding
promote the welfare of privately fostered privately
children. This means a social worker will ensure: fostered

* The child / young person is safe
* The child / young person is seen regularly and
* Advice, help and support is available

children

How can I get help while I am privately fostering?

You can contact Children’s social work services for help and advice on

caring for the child/ren that you are privately fostering.

You can also talk to the child’s teacher, your doctor or health visitor. They will be
able to give you advice on the best care for the child.

Will | get any support?

There may, in some cases, be help available through Solihull Council for
children assessed to be “in need”. This may include a range of support
services and, in exceptional cases, cash.

Can | claim social security benefits and how do | go about it?

You may be able to claim social security benefits such as Child Benefit, Tax
Credits and possibly Income Support or Job Seekers Allowance if you already
receive Child Benefit. Contact your local Benefits Agency Office.

What if the child is leaving my care?

You must tell the Council within 48 hours that the child has left your care, or if
your circumstances change, e.g. someone else comes to live with you.

You must give the name and address of the person who will be looking after
the child.

You have a legal duty to tell
your local Council.

Children’s Social Work
Services are here to help you.




For a large print or audio tape version of this leaflet please call 0121 704 8009.

Kjo fletushké &shté rreth mbikéqyrjes sé fémiut té dikujt tjetér,
nése ju duhen mé shumé informata apo késhilla, ju lutem
pérdorni detajet e kontaktit mé larté.
S e glaa ol milia I gliag i€ 13 (o Al palad] Jkl dle el Joa ) sdiall 12
L Juaidl eV 8580 s sall il sleall aladin el s

@3 2GRGHCS SR ABIE @A FAF FINCE I 200, SN A Sie [ifas sy 2t
PRI 2TRTeT AT, O 7l 6 SIS @GN Raaaietet 2a 5 |

ERFERWENNZFIER W R MR B A BR 5, 55 LR p IR 2

R .
50 pal i e S 255e il e S0 i il A 3 Lad s e S 4S5 0
080 O YU ol o jladi 4 Tl ) e il 50 Ly g jidi e Dl oS Ciga

Ce dépliant donne des explications pour s’occuper de I'enfant d’'une autre
personne. Pour tout renseignement complémentaire ou conseil, veuillez
utiliser les coordonnées du contact indiquées ci-dessus.
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Tani waa warqad ku saabsan dadka kale ee xanaaneeya caruurtaada,
hadii aad u baahan tahay warbixin dheeraad ah ama talo, fadlan la

xidhiidh talifoonka kor ku qoran.
Hii ni karatasi juu ya kumtunza mtoto wa mtu mwingine. Ukitaka habari au
shauri jingine, tafadhali uyatumie maelezo ya kuwasiliana huko juu.
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Duty Assessment Referral Team,Solihull Council
Chelmsley Wood Library Stephenson Drive Chelmsley Wood B37 5TA

www.solihull.gov.uk 0121 788 4375

To order further copies of this leaflet please e-mail privatefostering@solihull.gov.uk



