
Look
Do you

after someone 
else’s child?

private foster 
carers about 
private
fostering



Call: 0121 788 4375

What is Private fostering?

Children who are cared for on a full-time basis by people who are not their 

parents or a close relative may be in private foster care.

Private foster care occurs when a child under 16 (or under 18 if disabled) is cared 

for, and provided with accommodation, for more than 28 days by an adult who is 

not a parent or close relative*. 

• Step Parents

• Brothers or Sisters

• Grandparents

Private fostering situations may involve:

• Children sent to this country for education or 

health care by birth parents from overseas.

result of parental separation, divorce or 

school care.

This will help you to understand what you must do as a private foster carer.

What must I do if I intend to foster a child privately?

made within 48 hours.

care of him or her.



What will happen

promote the welfare of privately fostered 

How can I get help while I am privately fostering?

Will I get any support?

services and, in exceptional cases, cash.

What if the child is leaving my care?

You must tell the Council within 48 hours that the child has left your care, or if 

the child.

Your role

privately

fostered

children

You have a legal duty to tell
your local Council. 
Children’s Social Work 
Services are here to help you.
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Ce dépliant donne des explications p

utiliser les coordonnées du contact indiquées ci-dessus. 
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